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Sen. Ron Wyden
221 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC, 20510
Friday August 1, 2014

Dear Senator Wyden,
Thank you for agreeing to accept this letter. As one of the most prominent proponents of reigning in and making
transparent the NSA’s broad powers, we felt it appropriate to bring our letter supporting Edward Snowden’s
protection and acknowledging the benefits of his disclosures to you. We trust this message will reach those it
needs to, and appreciate your assistance in its distribution.
We are writing on behalf of Edward Snowden's supporters in the United States, to call on the government to
provide a safe haven for Mr Snowden.
Courage runs Edward Snowden's official defence fund. Today marks a year since Edward Snowden was offered
temporary asylum by the government of the Russian Federation, after a month stranded in Moscow's
Sheremetyevo airport.
Edward Snowden faces harsh prosecution and persecution in the United States for revealing the government's
illegal spying to his fellow citizens. He faces three charges, including two under the 1917 Espionage Act. Under
that law, written not with whistleblowers but with World War I spies in mind, Edward Snowden would not be
able to present a public interest defence. He would face decades in prison and the possibility of unlawful
treatment like that experienced by Chelsea Manning while awaiting trial under the Espionage Act.
In June this year, Courage launched a campaign to show that concern for Edward Snowden's safety resonates
worldwide. We asked supporters to submit photos showing that they Stand With Snowden and that they want
their governments to offer him protection. We promised to send a letter to the governments of the three
countries where the response was greatest to ask them to respond to this call.
As of today, citizens from 39 countries have taken part in Courage's Stand With Snowden campaign - and the
United States is one of the top three responding countries.

The American people, unlike their ostensibly representative politicians, want to see Mr Snowden protected from
the prosecution their government threatens. If the US refuses to drop its charges against Mr Snowden, we ask
the Obama Administration to not prevent Russia from protecting him or threaten them with retaliation for doing
so.
Edward Snowden's revelations impact every country in the world but primarily document the US National
Security Agency's mass, unchecked, and unconstitutional surveillance around the globe.
Thanks to Edward Snowden, Americans learned that the NSA taps into and works with major private tech
companies, including Microsoft, Yahoo, Google, Facebook, PalTalk, YouTube, Skype, AOL and Apple, to collect
and store massive amounts of information documenting Americans' digital communications.
Thanks to Edward Snowden, we know that the NSA cooperates with the rest of the Five Eyes (Canada, the
United Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand) to collect and share enormous amounts of signals intelligence on
nearly every other country in the world, without their citizens' knowledge or consent.
Edward Snowden's courageous whistleblowing has enabled American politicians to respond to the revelations.
Congress members have initiated nearly 30 legislative proposals to curb the NSA's funding, authority and
collection, and at least six Constitutional challenges have been launched. The House of Representatives voted to
defund two major NSA surveillance programs: searches of Americans' communications without warrants under
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act and mandates for technological companies to facilitate electronic
surveillance. Senator Mark Udall, the American Civil Liberties Union, the Electronic Frontier Foundation, and
scores of privacy and tech companies have called for investigations into the NSA's authorities and spying.

